Northumberland LINk representative feedback form

	Name of representative/s attending

Norman Dunn

	Name of meeting

North Northumberland Locality Commissioning Group

	Date of meeting

23 November 2011
	Date of next meeting

25th January 2012


	Key points for the LINk

Minor Surgery – an exercise will be undertaken to check how minor surgery is handled in various practices. This will include an examination of what is regarded as minor surgery and what is not.
Provider Organisation – mentioned in my previous update. No further information has yet been received.

Irritable Bowel Syndrome – we had a presentation to highlight a new procedure to better assess IBS and better assess the need to refer patients to hospital.
Prescribing – the financial aspects of the “Fairshare” formula was affecting the locality. Concerns were raised that being rural and having an aging population were adversely affecting the region and that expected savings were difficult to manage with those additional pressures. Additional action was suggested to identify high prescribing practices, members of the committee would look at some in the New Year. Trends for prescribing certain drugs were also highlighted as a possible area for examination.

Intermediate Musculoskeletal Assessment and Treatment Service (IMATS) – a report was given on the performance of this unit and ways of improving the overall delivery of this additional support was discussed. Dr Syers offered to hold clinics at individual practices provided there were sufficient patients to attend without causing delays in offering treatment.
Cardiomemo – this is a devise that the NNLCCG has made available to all the practices in the area. They are about the dimensions of a medium sized mobile phone. They have metal electrical plates that when pressed to the skin act as recording electrodes. By pressing a recording button the machine is activated to record the patient's heart rhythm for about 20 seconds. These kinds of recorders are particularly useful where patient’s reports intermittent symptoms and they record the heart rhythm during discomfort or attack. The use of the equipment collects data more efficiently and effectively.



	Northumberland LINk information shared

	Additional information



	Follow up action required

I am being asked to attend Patient Participation Groups in the area. I am happy to do so but it might be useful if I had some LINk leaflets to hand out and some instructions for anything you want me to cover.



