
NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL

CARE AND WELLBEING OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY: END OF LIFE CARE WORKING GROUP
At a meeting of the End of Life Care Working Group held at County Hall, Morpeth on Wednesday, 21 September 2011 at 3.00 p.m.
PRESENT

COUNCILLORS

	Armstrong. E.
	Nixon, R.

	Brown, M.
	Richards, M.

	Daley, W.
	Scott, P.


ALSO PRESENT

	Gilbertson, S.
	Northumberland Day Hospice

	Kirby, M.
	Legacare

	Lowes, P.
	Marie Curie Hospice

	McIndoe, J.
	Link Steering Group Member

	Mitcheson, R.
	Northumberland Commissioning

	O’Brien, M.
	Northumbria Healthcare Trust  - carers

	Paes, P.
	Consultant Palliative Medicine


OFFICER MEMBER

	Lally, D.
	Corporate Director, Adults and Housing

	Pearson, S.
	Northumbria Healthcare Trust

	Roll, J.
	Scrutiny Manager


1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

AGREED that Councillor E. Armstrong be elected Chairman of the Working Group.
2
.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Dr. A. Blair, Jane Bowie, Rachel Chapman, Eleanor Grogan, Ebbie Hulland, Elizabeth Kendrick, Anne Kennedy, David Muir, Steve Russell, Fay Scullion, Dr. Shovlin and Karen Torley.

3.
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
AGREED that  Councillor M. Brown be elected Vice-Chairman of the Working Group.
4.
MEMBERSHIP


AGREED that the membership of the Working Group be as follows:

COUNCILLORS

	Armstrong. E.
	Nixon, B

	Brown, M.
	Richards, M.

	Daley, W.
	Scott, P.


INTERESTED STAKEHOLDERS

	Blair, Dr. Alistair
	Northumberland NHS Clinical Commissioning Group

	Bowie Jane
	Northumberland County Council Social Care Commissioning

	Chapman, Rachel
	NHS North of Tyne

	Gilbertson, Sue
	Northumberland Day Hospice

	Grogan, Eleanor
	Northumberland Day Hospice

	Hulland, Ebbie
	Parkinson’s UK

	Kendrick Elizabeth
	Chair of End of Life CIT, County Durham PCT

	Kennedy Anne
	General Manager Medicine Northumbria Healthcare NHS Trust

	Kirby, Meg
	Legacare

	Lowes, Pauline
	Marie Curie Hospice

	
	

	McIndoe, John
	Link Steering Group Member

	Mitcheson, Rachel
	Northumberland Commissioning

	Muir, David
	Northumbria Healthcare Community Services

	O’Brien, Michele
	Northumbria Healthcare Trust  - carers

	Paes, Paul
	Consultant Palliative Medicine

	Scullion, Fay
	MacMillan

	Shovlin , Dr. David
	Clinical lead for end of life care for NCCG.

	
	St. Oswald’s Hospice

	Torley, Karen
	Marie Curie Hospice


OFFICERS

	Lally, Daljit
	Corporate Director Adults and Housing NCC

	Pearson, Sheila
	Northumbria Healthcare Community Services

	Roll, Jackie
	Scrutiny Manager, NCC


5.
TERMS OF REFERENCE AND SCOPING REPORT


The Scoping Report and Terms of Reference were discussed. (Copies attached to the filed notes as Appendices A and B.)


AGREED that the Scoping Report and Terms of Reference be accepted with the addition of the Carers’ Charter being included for consideration.
6.
WORK PLAN
Members agreed that this topic was extremely wide ranging with a number of challenges and issues from a Northumberland perspective. Reference was made to the presentation by Professor Pugh and Keith Aungiers held on 8 September and the Palliative Care Conference on 9 September which some members and officers had attended.
Both of these events had provided the Group with an overview of the main challenges and introduced them to the numerous individuals and organisations with an interest in ensuring “a good death” for those nearing the end of their life. Many of these people had kindly agreed to take part in the Review. It was recognised that there was a lot of services available but a lack of up – to –date information readily available for patients at the Palliative Care stage and before.
It was suggested that officers would prepare a work plan to include the key streams of work. These would include:

· Consideration and adoption of the “Good Death Charter” for Northumberland and how it can be implemented;
· Consideration and adoption of the “Carers Charter” to supplement the above;

· Compassionate Communities:

· Legal issues and HR policies;

· Social Housing

· Schools and Children

· Identified gaps in pathways and support;
· Consideration of the AGE UK “Golden Guide”

· Consideration of best practice.

Relevant speakers would be invited to each session and a list of recommendations prepared for consideration by the Executive in January/February 2012.

AGREED: 

(i)
A work plan be compiled and circulated to members;

(ii)
The “Carers’ Charter” be circulated to Members for information.
7.
NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED that 
(i)
Further meetings be held monthy (at dates to be agreed) and commence at 10 :00 a.m. 

(ii)
A visit to a hospice be arranged for a few Members, with the view to speaking with patients and their families with their agreement.









COUNCILLOR E ARMSTRONG










CHAIRMAN


END OF LIFE CARE – WORK PLAN



APPENDIX C

	Date
	Topic
	What
	Who
	Comments

	Oct/Nov 2011
	Adopting the Good Death Charter
	To discuss adopting the Charter (as described in the earlier presentation) and including the Carers’ charter , discuss the principles, launch and publicity.
	Prof. Pugh

K. Aungiers

M. O’Brien
	Need to agree how the principles can be adopted in practice.

How to launch and publicise.

	Nov/Dec  2011
	HR/Legal
	HR policies

Legal advice

CAB
	Janice Barclay

Legacare – Meg Kirby

?
	

	January 2012
	The Range, Nature and location of services available for End of Life Care in Northumberland.

To identify gaps in service provision or pathways.

Consideration of the AGE UK “Golden Guide”

Consideration of best practice.
	Community Health 

Commissioners North of Tyne

Commissioners of social care

Voluntary Sector

Age UK
	David Muir, Marlene Railton and Kim Thompson

Rachel Mitcheson

Jane Bowie

Daljit Lally 

?


	Input on Community Health Services and EOLC

EOLC in Northumberland



	February2012
	Compassionate community


	Features of a Compassionate community

Community engagement

Carers(may be covered at earlier meeting)

Housing

Engaging schools and children
	Janet Shucksmith/

Daljit/ Kirsten Francis

M. O’Brien 

Daljit Lally

Paul Moffat
	Overview and how each part of the community can contribute and engage



	Feb/ March 2012
	Final meeting to agree report
	
	Working Group
	Report to Care and Wellbeing and Executive.


Ch.’s Initials………



1
Ch.’s Initials………

End of Life Care Working Group 21 September 2011

5

