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Health & Social Care RoundUp October 2011

Dear colleagues,

It’s a short RoundUp this month; but there’s lots going on!  I’ve just submitted VONNE’s response to the NHS Future Forum’s recent engagement opportunity.  Thanks to all of you who took part in our event on 20th October and helped shape the response.  You can view a copy of our report on the VONNE website in the Health & Social Care Policy consultation pages.

The Health and Social Care Bill continues to make its way through the Lords, and alongside this, the Department of Health’s Caring for our Future engagement exercise runs until 2nd December.  Please take time to read the documents and submit your response.  If you could copy me in to any submissions you make I’d be grateful and I’ll ensure that these shape the VONNE response too.
Following on from the Stronger Connections; Better Health Events that VONNE delivered earlier this year, I’m launching a short survey to gauge levels of community & voluntary sector engagement in new health structures.  You can read more about this at the end of this RoundUp or click on the link here to complete the survey.  It should only take 10 minutes and it will really help inform VONNE’s future work on health & social care.  

The Health & Care Forum is here for all of us to share good practice, ask questions, network and find out from each other what’s going on in the region.  If you have questions or requests for information that you think colleagues in the network might be able to answer – let me know and I can e-mail the group on your behalf.

Kind regards,
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Joanne Smithson

Interim Health & Social Care Policy Lead

VONNE (Voluntary Organisations' Network North East)

healthandsocialcare@vonne.org.uk
National Policy Developments

Health & Social Care Bill 2010

The Bill continues its way through the House of Lords.  There was a general debate on all aspects of the Bill on 11th October and on 25th October the Health and Social Care Bill entered the committee stage where a “line by line examination” takes place.  You can read more about the committee stage and follow progress here:

http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/october1/health-and-social-care-bill-committee-stage/
Caring for our future: shared ambitions for care and support

(A repeat of last month’s article, but hopefully is saves you the task of finding where you carefully saved your September RoundUp….)

Experts have been enlisted to help the Government’s discussions on how to improve the care system in England.  Launched earlier this month, the Caring for Our Future engagement exercise aims to pinpoint the priorities that this Government needs to focus on to inform its formal plans to improve the care system.  This follows on from the report from the Commission on the Funding of Care and Support.  The Department of Health has asked key leaders from the care and support community to help it to lead discussions on six broad themes:

· Quality - Imelda Redmond (Carers UK) 

· Personalisation of Care - Jeremy Hughes (Alzheimer’s Society)

· Shaping local care services - Peter Hay (ADASS)

· Prevention - Alex Fox (NAAPS)

· Integration (in partnership with the NHS Future Forum) - Geoff Alltimes (Hammersmith and Fulham Council) and Dr Robert Varnam (Practising GP, Manchester)

· Role of financial services – Nick Kirwan (ABI)

Over the next three months, the Department of Health wants to hear the views of people who use care and support services – carers, local councils, care providers and the voluntary sector, about how to improve the care and support system and what the priorities for change are.  This engagement will help decide next steps and inform the Government’s White Paper, and progress report on funding reform, planned for spring 2012. 
The detailed question under each broad heading are as follows:

· Quality: how could we improve the quality of the care and how could we support the care workforce to do this? 

· Personalisation: how could we give people more choice and control over the care and support they use, and help them to make informed decisions?

· Shaping local care services: how could we ensure there is a wide range of organisations that provide innovative and responsive care services and that respond to people’s needs and choices?

· Prevention: how could we support more effective prevention and early intervention to keep people independent and in good health for as long as possible?

· Integration (in partnership with the NHS Future Forum): how could we build better connections locally between the NHS and other care services?

· The role of the financial services: what role could the financial services sector play in supporting care users, carers and their families?

To find out more about the engagement exercise please visit: http://caringforourfuture.dh.gov.uk.

You can download a consultation summary document here: http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/documents/digitalasset/dh_130111.pdf
A slide pack is available here:
http://caringforourfuture.dh.gov.uk/2011/10/11/resource-pack/
You can download a feedback form at http://caringforourfuture.dh.gov.uk/get-involved/
The deadline for responses is 2 December 2011.  To allow me to feed your views into my VONNE response, please can you copy me (healthandsocialcare@vonne.org.uk) into your submissions.  
NHS Future Forum Engagement
VONNE has submitted its response to the recent engagement exercise.  Our North East report formed part of a national response from Regional Voices who supported nine events that enabled the voluntary and community sector to contribute to the continued work of the NHS Future Forum.  

You can view a copy of the Regional Voices response on their website http://www.regionalvoices.net/stronger-connections-for-better-health/briefings/consultation-responses/
Getting ready for HealthWatch England

November sees a major step in the setting up of HealthWatch England, with the start of the recruitment of its Chair.  HealthWatch England will be the national consumer champion that will give a voice to collective views of the people who use NHS and social care services in England.
HealthWatch England will provide leadership, advice and support to Local Healthwatch and will provide advice to the NHS Commissioning Board, Monitor, the Secretary of State and local authorities. It will be able to propose that Care Quality Commission investigate poor services.

The establishment of HealthWatch England is subject to the parliamentary passage of the Health and Social Care Bill.

Local HealthWatch will be created by developing the role of existing LINks (Local Involvement Networks). They will ensure that views of people who use care services, carers and the wider public become integral to local commissioning of services. They will support people who use services and carers to make choices about services, and will provide intelligence for HealthWatch England about the quality of providers.

You can read more about HealthWatch on the CQC website.  Here is a link to Preparing for HealthWatch: CQC’s plan to set up HealthWatch England.

People with a personal health budget and their stories

The Department of Health have launched a personal health budgets DVD: Personal health budgets: stories from people in the pilot programme. The DVD contains eight films, and includes an introduction by Minister of State for Care Services Paul Burstow.  The films on the DVD can be viewed or downloaded from this site. More films and PDF interviews can be viewed via the link "More stories".
North East Developments

Monitor, the independent regulator of NHS Foundation Trusts, has confirmed that North East Ambulance Service NHS Trust will be authorised as a foundation trust from 1 November 2011.  This means that the North East is the first region in England to be comprised entirely of foundation trusts.
The newly authorised foundation trust will benefit from a variety of new freedoms:

· NHS foundation trusts are free from central government control and are able to decide how to improve their services;

· NHS foundation trusts retain any surpluses they generate to invest in new services, and can borrow money to support these investments; and

· NHS foundation trusts are accountable to their local communities; local people can become members and governors. 

You can read more about this at http://www.wired-gov.net/wg/wg-news-1.nsf/lfi/DNWA-8N7FSD
Voluntary sector engagement with new health structures

VONNE is keen to know more about how the voluntary sector is engaging with new health structures locally. This will help us in our role as a Strategic Partner to the Department of Health.
Please complete our survey, which asks a series of short questions about how you are engaging locally. Please feel free to answer only the questions you can.  The survey should take you no longer than 10-15 minutes.

The survey is a valuable way for us:

· to assess how the voluntary and community sector is being engaged so far

· to identify areas for improvement

· to influence future work to ensure that the sector is engaged.

All information is confidential and will not be attributed to you or your organisation.

We will produce a brief report on the results of the survey, which will be available on our website and sent to members and partners.  We will also share information with the Department of Health and other partners as part of our aim of influencing their work.
Regional Voices Briefings

Caring for our Future: Regional Voices has prepared a briefing on the Department of Health Caring for our Future engagement exercise.  You can view this on their website: http://www.regionalvoices.net/stronger-connections-for-better-health/briefings/briefings/
And finally…

Britain In A Day

Britain In A Day is part of the BBC's Cultural Olympiad and London 2012 Festival programming. On 12 November 2011 people will have the opportunity to film something that “captures the intimacy and singularity of their lives” and upload it to a dedicated channel on YouTube.

The BBC is inviting people from all corners of the country to contribute to a definitive self-portrait of Britain today by turning the camera on themselves. The result will create a time capsule of Britain as well as a feature-length documentary to be screened next year on BBC Two. Britain in a Day is a partnership with Ridley Scott's Scott Free London, the production company behind the acclaimed feature film Life in a Day and will provide a unique glimpse of contemporary British life. 

To find out more visit: www.bbc.co.uk/pressoffice/pressreleases/stories/2011/10_october/05/britain.shtml
It would be great to have some of the fantastic work of health & social care groups in the North East in the national spotlight.

About this E-bulletin

For more information on this e-bulletin or to be added to (or removed from!) the mailing list contact healthandsocialcare@vonne.org.uk
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This update is distributed with support from Regional Voices - the national forum for regional voluntary and community sector networks.

In each of the nine English regions there is a network which champions the engagement of the third sector within the region.  They provide the bridge between local and national policy and share good practice across the region.  On a national level, Regional Voices connects each of the regional networks, enabling the critical connection between national, regional and local infrastructure.  Regional Voices is funded through the Department of Health Third Sector Strategic Partners Programme to ensure input from the sector in developing health and social care policy and to support organisations to improve health and social care services. As one of the eighteen Strategic Partners, Regional Voices is strengthening links between the Department of Health and the third sector.  
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