	[image: image1.png]





	 
	 
	[image: image2.png]MAKE IT
HAPPEN! el




	 
	 


	 
	 

 

Welcome to the fifth issue of the LINks Exchange newsletter.

This month we have a special announcement from Number 10, an important announcement about local Healthwatch, and details of how you can get involved in the future of NHS Choices.

Don't forget that we have discussion forums available for all registered LX users to participate in. We have areas for questions about Healthwatch, LINks and general questions. You can also follow us on Twitter at @LINksX.

If you want to get in touch with us please email info@links.nhs.uk
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Changes in the implementation of Local Healthwatch 
On 3rd January the Department of Health announced plans for some changes in the implementation of local Healthwatch.  More information will be available on this shortly. 
The main changes are: 
 •giving more time to get ready for local Healthwatch, so putting back its start date to April 2013 (Healthwatch England will still start in October 2012) and

 •making some money available directly to Healthwatch pathfinders (as well as using some money centrally to share learning).

Click here for details on this including the letter from David Behan. 
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The Prime Minister has set out the Government's aim to improve quality in the health service
During visits to two hospitals in north west England on Friday 6th January, David Cameron talked about the Government's drive to ensure that every patient is cared for with compassion and dignity in a clean environment. To find out more about his annoucement, click here. 
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Latest Healthwatch Programme Board minutes available 
Find out what happened at the December Healthwatch Programme Board with the minutes and actions.
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Healthwatch Advisory Group Bulletins available 
Read the latest from the Healthwatch Advisory Group in their 5th bulletin. The 4th bulletin can also be found here for reference. 
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The latest Care Quality Commission Newsletter for LINks is out now
The latest free newsletter from the CQC was circulated on 20th December. To access this and previous newsletters, sign up by following this link
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Healwatch debated in Lords Committee
The Health and Social Care Bill clauses relating to Healthwatch were debated in Lords Committee on 15th December. The Committee Stage was completed on 21st December. 

You can follow progress of the Bill, and see the transcript of the debates on the Parliament website here.

The start date of Report Stage will be announced on the website in due course.
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Missed the NHS Choices Accountability workshop? Read the report here
To better support transparency, patient choice, and NHS accountability, NHS Choices is developing new ways of presenting comparative data on their website.

A one-day workshop was held in November to help NHS Choices understand more about the data needs of organisations with an accountability function and to work through how this can be supported. A number of LINks members attended on the day; follow this link to read the Summary Report.
NHS Choices is keen to get feedback from people as it develops the new designs for the website and will be posting them in the forum area of the LX Exchange at the end of January. Click here to be alerted when the post goes live.
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© This site, its content, layout, design and structure are the copyright of the Crown 2011.

Click here to unsubscribe
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